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SAVING FAITH 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Luke 17:11-17 

Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers 

11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 

12 And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 

13 and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14 When he 

saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went 

they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 

back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving 

him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten 

cleansed? Where are the nine? 

 

 

Thanksgiving was near, and at the Red Turkey Hill Turkey Farm that meant it was time 

to sell the turkeys. Hundreds of them. Including a good-sized tom named Cranberry. At 

least that’s what little Sammy had been calling him ever since this turkey had been a 

part of a second-grade science fair project. Now toms can come after you and peck 

at you. But not Cranberry… Sammy had this tom literally eating from his hand. Soon 

some family, though, would be eating Cranberry. Sammy couldn’t bear the thought. 

But he had an idea. He’d heard of wild turkeys. Why couldn’t Cranberry be one?  

 

One morning he let Cranberry out of his pen. He got the tom to follow him by dropping 

a trail of turkey feed. And headed for the woods. It was a long walk for a little boy and 

a turkey that was busy eating, but finally they made it. He gave Cranberry one last 

hug and was about to shoo him off, when Sammy heard an ominous rattle. He saw the 

snake nearby and froze as his dad had taught him to do.  
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Just then his dad drove up in the pickup, got out and called to Sammy. When Sammy 

didn’t answer and he saw the look on Sammy’s face, Dad knew something was 

wrong. At just that moment Cranberry swooped onto the rattlesnake and pecked its 

head viciously. Sammy was rescued! And Cranberry was saved. Sammy’s dad said 

they could keep Cranberry as a pet. Cranberry’s heroism had saved him. 

 

And the Samaritan leper’s faith had saved him. I know the translation I read said that 

his faith had made him well. Maybe the leper’s faith made him well, but that’s not 

what Jesus said to him. He said the man’s faith had saved him. What we have here is a 

mistranslation. His faith had saved him. Saved his life. Saved him from hell.  

 

In other words, wasn’t there something more at stake here than a skin disease? Wasn’t 

there a more important blessing offered here than healing from leprosy. Wasn’t there 

a more important cleansing that Jesus was offering to these ten lepers? Not just the 

cleansing of their skin from disease but the cleansing of their souls from sin? Wasn’t He 

offering more than a passing blessing but an eternal relationship with God through 

faith in the Messiah whom God sent? 

 

The Samaritan leper got it. Note that this leper not only praised God – it says he 

thanked Jesus. The message being, you should know whom to thank! This Samaritan 

leper knew whom to thank for his healing. Jesus! He treated Jesus no differently than 

he would have treated God. It says He threw himself at Jesus’ feet. He worshiped Jesus 

as he would God. He thanked Jesus as he would God. Is that not faith in Jesus, through 

whom we are saved? Isn’t that why Jesus said to him, “Your faith has saved you”?  

 

But now, Pastor, didn’t all ten lepers have faith? After all, they all called out to Him for 

healing, believing He could heal them: “They stood at a distance and called out in a 

loud voice, ‘Jesus, Master, have pity on us!’”  

 

Well, that’s just it. Did the nine have faith? They did not know whom to thank. They did 

not return and give thanks. They stood at a distance from Jesus, as required by law. 

Was that the only kind of distance that existed between them and Jesus?  
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If someone denies the existence of God and she does not thank God for his gifts, 

which would be understandable. But if someone enjoys not only food on his table and 

heat in his home but also enjoys a relationship with God through His Son as well as 

dear ones around him and does not thank God daily, that is not understandable. “If 

one talks to God only when one is struck by leprosy, or when things get difficult, or 

when the children go astray, or when your heart starts acting up, or when layoffs at 

work begin, then God has become something in the distance, something in the 

background, reduced to an aid in distress, a reserve we have in case of emergency.  

 

That’s not a relationship anymore. That’s not faith. It means we don’t know who God 

is.” (Giertz) 

 

Now, Jesus did heal them from a distance. He did not touch them as He had the leper 

He healed back in Luke chapter 5. That Jesus was able to heal from a distance, as He 

did also in the case of the centurion’s servant, was further proof that the messianic 

age had arrived.  

 

That Jesus was willing to heal from a distance was further proof of God’s love for 

humankind in Christ. We may put God in the background. We may assign value and 

worth to God’s gifts instead of assigning value and worth to God Himself. We may put 

God at arm’s length from us. He doesn’t stop loving us. He doesn’t stop blessing us.  

 

But that Jesus was able to close that distance between Himself and a foreigner, the 

equivalent to a Muslim for that day and age, is what is most meaningful to us this 

morning. Faith that saves… faith that knows whom to thank and does it. Faith that 

draws near to God in relationship, in thanksgiving, this is something only Jesus can give 

through His Spirit and the Word. This He was able to implant in the Samaritan leper 

even from a distance. 
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Such faith Jesus put in you at your Baptism. Such faith Jesus renews in you today, so 

that you thank God with the Samaritan leper and the Psalmist: “Bless the Lord, O my 

soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 

not all His benefits, who forgives in Christ all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases, 

who redeems your life from the grave, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

who satisfies you with good as long as you live, so that your youth is renewed like the 

eagle’s. Bless the Lord, O my soul!” (Psalm 103) 

 

Amen! 


